NSF Current and Pending Support FAQ

Q. Who should submit Current and Pending Support? 
A. All Senior Personnel designated on the proposal should submit Current and Pending Support. 

Q. How does NSF define “Senior Personnel”? 
A. Senior Personnel are defined in PAPPG 20-1 as follows: 

1. (co) Principal Investigator/Project Director (PI/PD) -- the individual(s) designated by the proposer, and approved by NSF, who will be responsible for the scientific or technical direction of the project. NSF does not infer any distinction in scientific stature among multiple PIs, whether referred to as PI or co-PI. If more than one, the first one listed will serve as the contact PI, with whom all communications between NSF program officials and the project relating to the scientific, technical, and budgetary aspects of the project should take place. The PI and any identified co-PIs, however, will be jointly responsible for submission of the requisite project reports. The term "Principal Investigator" generally is used in research projects, while the term “Project Director” generally is used for centers, major facilities, or similar projects. For purposes of this Guide, PI/co-PI is interchangeable with PD/co-PD. 

2. Faculty Associate (faculty member) (or equivalent) – an individual other than the Principal Investigator(s) considered by the performing institution to be a member of its faculty (or equivalent) or who holds an appointment as a faculty member at another institution, and who will participate in the project being supported.  

Q. What resources should be included in Current and Pending Support? 
A. According to PAPPG 20-1, “Current and pending support includes all resources made available to an individual in support of and/or related to all of his/her research efforts, regardless of whether or not they have monetary value. Current and pending support also includes in-kind contributions (such as office/laboratory space, equipment, supplies, employees, students). In-kind contributions not intended for use on the project/proposal being proposed also must be reported.” (Emphasis added) Please consult NSF FAQs on Current and Pending support.
 
Q. What information should be included in Current and Pending Support? 
A. According to PAPPG 20-1, “The total award amount for the entire award period covered (including indirect costs) must be provided, as well as the number of person-months (or partial person-months) per year to be devoted to the project by the individual.” 

Q. Is it a problem if a proposer has submitted applications to other funding organizations at the same time?
A. According to PAPPG 20-1, “Concurrent submission of a proposal to other organizations will not prejudice its review by NSF, if disclosed. If the project (or any part of the project now being submitted has been funded previously by a source other than NSF, information must be provided regarding the last period of funding.” 

Q. In what format must Current and Pending Support be written?
A. According to PAPPG 20-1, “Chapter II.C.2.h, Current and Pending Support, has been modified to require use of an NSF-approved format in submission of current and pending support information. NSF will only accept PDFs that are generated through use of an NSF-approved format.” (Emphasis added) We recommend that you use the NSF-approved SciENcv format. SciENcv collates information from ORCID and PubMed.

Important Links:

· PAPPG 20-1 – https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappg20_1/nsf20_1.pdf
· Approved Formats – https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp
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